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The missional drive of
Southeastern University is
to equip students to
discover their divine
design so they may serve
the world through Christempowered learning,
leading and living. Our
journey as a Christcentered academic
institution is deeply
entrenched in the
timeless truth that

each and every single
person is designed
uniquely for a mission
and a purpose! When
we as Christian educators
seize every opportunity to
challenge, maximize and
empower our learners to
flourish in their divine
design, then the mission
of God is guaranteed to
move forward.

In the pages that follow, you
will read about the journeys of
many SEU alumni, but I want
you to pay close attention to
two in particular, Gladys Lowery
– one of our oldest alumni – and
Manwell “Manny” Reyes, the
founder of Group 1 Crew. They
embody a selfless ambition to
serve God and capitalize on
their strengths and potential.
Our passion is to empower
students to become alumni who
live in fulfillment of their true
character.
Today, many young people
are pressured into becoming
something God did not design
them to be. However, at SEU
we inspire students to discover
their true God-given identity.
Mark Batterson, pastor of
National Community Church in
Washington, D.C., writes in his
book Soul Print, “He (God) sets
us free from what we’re not, so
we can become who we were
destined to be.”
Our passion is for all our
students to realize this freedom
and be awakened to their true
identity, so we can empower
them to maximize the potential
of their divine design. Since
its beginning, SEU has trained
over 20,000 students to
implement their strengths to
complete God’s mission in their
lives. We strive to catalyze this
revolutionary discovery in all
our students, so they can join
the empowered SEU alumni
who are moving the mission of
God forward.

My heart is to see our alumni
community grow and develop
into a close-knit network of
Christians passionately living
out their missional call! Our
alumni network functions as a
support for you to thrive and
excel in your strengths and
vocation.
I commend the leadership of
Mark Anthony and Priya Arul
in building the network and
creating opportunities for you
to reconnect with your alumni
family around the world. We
held a successful Homecoming
in February and are excited
to host another one in the
fall – we hope you can join us!
Southeastern is your university
and we’re here to support
you in building and cultivating
relationships that encourage
you to accomplish your life
mission!

Kent J. Ingle

PRESIDENT,
SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY

Alumni Director’s Message

MESSAGE FROM THE

ALUMNI DIRECTOR

dear esteemed alumni,
Warm greetings from sunny Lakeland,
Fla. I am extremely grateful to God for
all that He is doing in the Southeastern
University community. I want to give
you a brief report on the Alumni
Association’s accomplishments in the
last year.
After an extensive search for
board members, we formed a
new Alumni Association Board.
Members of the board include
Alumni Association President Mark
Anthony ’92, Brian Carroll ’06,
Mike Ennis ’84, Carrie Henry ’09, Matt
Huett ’97, Frank Kendrick ’11, Phil Krist
’78, Cindy Kuck ’90, Sherrie Nickell
’79 and Mike Rippy ’85. These board
members are committed to building a
strong Alumni Association and have
offered their time and resources to
help fulfill the mission of the Alumni
Association.
This past February, our association
was able to host an Alumni

Homecoming Reunion for the first
time in a very long time. We were
expecting to have 200 alumni in
attendance, but over 400 alumni
came and participated in the reunion
activities and made the event a
huge success. I want to thank all the
alumni who came and invite each of
our alumni to participate in the next
homecoming reunion – November
2 & 3, 2012. We are moving the
homecoming event to the fall as we
have plans to start an SEU football
program in the near future.
We also officially welcomed 571 new
graduates to the Alumni Association
this year. This spring and summer
Southeastern
University
was
represented at nine District Councils,
and we were able to connect with
many of our alumni and pastors in
these districts.

plans are underway for reunions in
Detroit, Mich.; New York City, N.Y.;
Charlotte, N.C.; Columbia, S.C.; Atlanta,
Ga. and Birmingham, Ala. Look
for more information about these
reunions, and make plans to come
and reconnect with your friends.
We have also been working on
creating a benefit package for alumni
who join the Southeastern University
Alumni Association. Be on the lookout
for details!
These are exciting days to be a part
of the SEU family. Please stay in touch
with us, and let us know about the big
changes and exciting events that are
shaping your life.
Priya Arul / ‘06 & ‘10
jfarul@seu.edu

We are excited to announce that we
are planning to host regional alumni
reunions in six different cities this
coming academic year. Tentative
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Alumni Association’s
President’s Message

15

º

Joseph Gordon (left), Sonam
Parvez (center), and Mark Anthony
during a recent trip to Ladakh in
the Himalaya Mountains.

BY
MARK
ANTHONY
’92

Have you ever struggled with jet lag? You walk around your house aimlessly at three in the
morning wondering why you are wide awake. I believe it all starts with the plane ride.
It is impossible to sleep in such a confined
area. Murphy’s law requires that a screaming
toddler be placed in the seat to your right and
a talkative conspiracy theorist on your left.
Last week was the first time I ever thanked
Jesus for Tylenol PM. What a blessing from
heaven!
While journeying from Delhi to Atlanta
recently, I wondered how many Southeastern
graduates served in each of the time zones
Lufthansa flew through. Each zone is roughly

the world that most people don’t even know
exists. His name is Sonam.

Ladakh. Last year alone, five Tibetan Buddhist
monks were baptized in water.

Sonam was a successful executive with the
Honda Corporation, but resigned in order to
be a missionary to his own people in Ladakh,
the northern most state India. Across the
breathtaking landscape of the Himalaya
Mountains, a spiritual darkness has settled into
the hearts of its people. Young Tibetan monks
are trained in Buddhism for up to 18 hours a
day. Until recently, there has not been a single

What does this have to do with SEU? Sonam
was mentored by a former plumber from
Americus, Ga. This plumber, Joseph Gordon,
attended SEU within a year of coming to know
Christ himself. Now, he and his wife Laurie
Schmitt (both graduated SEU in ’93) are
serving in another needy country in Asia.

/ FREDERICK BUECHNER ONCE WROTE, “If we are to love our neighbors, before doing
anything else we must see our neighbors. With our imagination as well as our
eyes, that is to say like artists, we must see not just their faces but the life behind
and within their faces. Here it is love that is the frame we see them in.”
15 degrees of longitude in width. I wish I
knew the impact of each graduate in these
geographical areas.
Each 15 longitudinal degrees represents
millions of people. A majority of the population
in each zone does not know Christ. A Spiritfilled ambassador is needed. On our recent
missions trip to India, my wife and I spent
some time with such an ambassador who is
making an unbelievable impact in an area of

4
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recorded conversion of a Tibetan Buddhist
monk.
There is a light shining within this spiritual
darkness so far away from Lakeland, Fla.! Three
years ago, a concerned mother stopped by
Sonam’s house with her 19-year-old son at her
side. The young man had been a monk for 13
years. She pleaded with Sonam, “I don’t know
what you have, but whatever it is, I want my
son to have it.” The light is burning brighter in

I am thankful for the education I received at
SEU. This education trained the Gordons to
properly mentor a young Indian man who
has become an apostle to one of the darkest
parts of our world. No matter our major or our
vocation, we all have the same mission. “Go
and make disciples of all nations!” How could
there be a higher priority than impacting a lost
person for Christ?
We live in a big world and though our task
seems impossible at times, Christ has a
way of taking our puny efforts and creating
extraordinary results. The unique gifting and
calling of each alumnus serving the purposes
of God multiply our collective influence in this
world! Let us not waste a moment of this
day. For this day may give us the privilege of
altering the destiny of our neighbor.

On Campus

NATIONAL
LEADERSHIP
FORUM

This year’s Forum brought a lot of excitement to the campus with
one of the country’s most popular athletes – Tim Tebow – featured
during the two-day leadership conference. Robert Gates, Pat
Williams, and Mark Sanborn, along with a number of other
prominent leaders, also spoke to an audience of close to 700
during the March 2012 event held in Bush Chapel.

Robert Gates

Pat Williams

Coming March 7 & 8, 2013
John Maxwell
Sarah Palin
Mark Sanborn
AmyK Hutchens
John Ortberg
Nancy Ortberg
Jon Gordon
Phil Cooke
And more!
Sign up for more details at
seuleadershipforum.com.

TEBOW TIME

In addition to speaking during the Forum, Tim Tebow also spoke to a sold-out audience at a dinner held during this year’s event to raise money for
student scholarships. During the course of the evening, more than $200,000 was raised to benefit our students, and President Ingle announced
SEU’s plans for a football program. Special thanks to our sponsors and generous supporters who made the evening a huge success!

Close to 500 people
attended the
fundraising dinner.

Tim Tebow with
President Kent Ingle

Artist Tony Trotti with his
painted portrait of Tebow

Vice President Brian Carroll
helps with the auction.
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On Campus

This spring, the total
number of graduates
from SEU climbed to
over 10,000.

NEW ESE
4+1 PROGRAM
The College of Education will introduce a new graduate degree
program this fall in Exceptional Student Education with the
ESE 4+1 program.

2012 COMMENCEMENT

“ESE is so widespread…we want our students to experience all
of it so they can make a choice on actually where they want to
go,” said Susan Stanley, assistant professor of education.
Courses allow certification in ESE K-12, Elementary Education
K-6, and Secondary Content Areas 6-12. The program also
allows students to be endorsed in reading, ESOL and autism.
The program is well rounded and allows students to get the
full knowledge and application to excel in all fields of
education. With the program offering certification and
endorsement in all levels of education, students are prepared
to teach anywhere in the state of Florida and beyond.

SOUTHEASTERN
ADDS COLLEGE OF
BEHAVIORAL AND
SOCIAL SCIENCE
The Department of Behavioral and Social Sciences has been
transitioning to a college this past year. The exponential
growth of the degree-completion programs within the
department created a need to change the organizational
structure of the department to the college model. Dr. Larry E.
Hazelbaker, who has been Chairperson of the DBSS since
2001, will assume the role of Dean. The transition of the
department to a college will officially occur on August 1, 2012.

[F AST FACT: The average class size at Southeastern is 18

MBA
ONLINE

students – offering our students individualized attention!

6

]

SOUTHEASTERN’S COLLEGE
OF EDUCATION STUDENT
RECOGNIZED
The Florida Association of Teacher Educators awarded Kara Jones ’12 with
the Education Student Scholar Award, making Southeastern the only
college or university in the state that has had a student receive the award
for six consecutive years. The yearly award recognizes students who
demonstrate a high level of commitment to the teaching profession. Kara
has plans to teach at an elementary school in Eagle Lake, Fla., in addition to
directing an after-school program for elementary students at the Dream
Center in Lakeland.

NEW 10-MONTH MBA
PROGRAM INTRODUCED
This fall, the College of Business & Legal Studies will launch a new
residential, 10-month MBA program that offers students a chance at a
once-in-a-lifetime learning experience and a valuable graduate degree in
less than a year. Southeastern will also continue to offer a flexible evening/
online program for working adults.
The new program will feature one week of studying at the Disney Institute,
a one-week global service learning experience in another country, and
attendance at the National Leadership Forum in the spring. For more
information, contact Ric Rohm at 863.667.5443.

MBAOnline.com recognized Southeastern’s online MBA program
as one of the top online MBA programs in the nation in 2012.
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Campus News

SPORTS
PROGRAMS
ADDED
Southeastern’s athletic department is growing by leaps
and bounds – literally. This fall we will introduce four
new programs, bringing the total number of varsity
sports to 13. The new programs include:

/ FIRE MEN’S BASKETBALL MAKES HISTORY
The Southeastern men’s basketball team made
history this season, as the Fire jumped into the
NAIA’s Top 25 national rankings for the first time
in program history. Southeastern was ranked as
high as No. 15 in the polls this season. The team
joins the men’s golf and baseball teams as the
only programs in SEU history to earn an NAIA
Top 25 ranking. Southeastern has only been a
member of the NAIA since 2009. Congratulations
to former coach John Dunlap, his staff, and
especially our incredible student-athletes!

•

Men’s Cross Country

•

Women’s Cross Country

•

Men’s Tennis

•

Women’s Softball

All four sports will
compete in the NAIA’s
Sun Conference.

/S
 OUTHEASTERN SHOCKS
FLYING TIGERS, 2-1
This spring the Fire baseball team
pulled off a shocking victory over the
Lakeland Flying Tigers, the Class A
affiliate of the Detroit Tigers, during a
seven-inning exhibition game.

/ “It was an amazing win for all of us,” said Fire Head Coach
Jason Beck. “I was so proud of all our guys and how they played.
It was a well-played game with great pitching and timely hitting.
This is a game that these guys will never forget.”
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On Campus

missions
emphasis

/N
 EW BOARD MEMBERS ELECTED

In May several new members were elected to Southeastern’s
Board of Trustees, including Mark Batterson, David Docusen
’01, David Fader ’02, Ed Hawkins ’06 MAML, Edward
Martinez, Bill Mutz, Ricardo Orsini, and Doug Witherup ’97.

A group of 25 students helped with construction on
homes that were devastated in the tsunami in Japan.

VOLLEYBALL & FIRE PITS
Missions has truly taken precedence on
Southeastern’s campus. This year started off with
“Exposure,” a spiritual emphasis week focusing on
the need for missional living which fueled students
to join, and even lead, missions trips. This excitement
resulted in 32 trips being sent out around the world.
QUICK FACTS ABOUT DESTINATIONS

•

Fundraising needs of $180,000 per year

•

Over 300 students involved

•

Spreading the Gospel

•

Helping sex-trafficked victims

•

Providing orphan aid

•

Assisting with rehabilitation and relief work

[ “I heard story after story of what it meant to these
people that we would travel so far just to serve
them in love. We spent eight days in Ishinomaki,
Japan, making homes relivable, building
community, and showing them that they have
not been forgotten. It is my daily prayer that what
we started will have opened their hearts to the
redemption found in Christ.” – SEU STUDENT ]

8
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Thanks to a generous donor, students are enjoying a sand volleyball court and two
fire pits in the courtyards around Destino, Esperanza and Aventura.

/ INTERNATIONAL DYSLEXIA ASSOCIATION RECOGNIZES SOUTHEASTERN
Southeastern was recently recognized
by the International Dyslexia
Association (IDA) as one of nine
universities in the U.S. that has met the
standards outlined in the IDA’s
Knowledge and Practice Standards for
Teachers of Reading. The IDA standards
provide the most thorough, research-

/C
 AMPUS VIRTUAL TOUR

Take a minute to check out
Southeastern’s campus with
our new virtual tour. You can
view the guided walking tour
at www.seu.edu/tour.

supported documentation of what
every teacher ought to know and be
able to demonstrate, whether they are
teaching dyslexic students, other
struggling readers or the general
student population. This is a great
accomplishment for our College of
Education!

Oldest Alumnus

At the age of 95, Gladys “Babe”
Lowery is officially Southeastern
University’s oldest alumnus,
graduating in 1940. She recently
met Alumni Director Priya Arul in
Orlando and shared some of her
fondest memories with her.

KATIE REILLY ‘13

SEU’S OLDEST ALUMNUS
REMEMBERS WHEN…

Babe attended Southeastern in its very early
days in New Brockton, Ala., along with a
number of other individuals who helped
establish the school and influence its success.
She was good friends with Lula Gygax, as well
as Lula’s husband, Karl, who was one of the
school’s first faculty members.
Another one of the faculty members Babe
knew very well was Edgar Bethany, who also
served as the first dean and secretary/
treasurer of the school from 1935-38. Bethany
later became principal of Southeastern in 1944
and remained in that position until 1947 when
Arthur Graves succeeded him. When Babe
attended Southeastern, life for students then
was certainly different from what it is now. Not
only did the students have to tend a garden,
but they also had to follow a strict dress code.
Women had to wear dresses made from a
specific pattern for all activities, and the men
always had to wear ties while they were on
campus.
Babe explained that the interaction between
men and women was kept at a minimum.
“You did not date,” Babe said. “As a woman,
you were not allowed to eat at the men’s table.
You had to eat with the women. There’s no
other college in the country that I know of that
was that strict.”
Despite the strict regulations, Babe met her
husband, Arthur T. Lowery, at Southeastern.
He was working at the school as a music
instructor to pay for his tuition. Arthur was a
talented musician, playing the saxophone,
clarinet, violin and guitar.
They had met in passing, but had not really
gotten to know each other due to the rules.
Chere Roane, Babe’s daughter, said that her
father would sneak Babe onions, her favorite,
from the garden as a courting present.
Even before attending Southeastern, Babe had

Babe with her grandson
and daughter

a passion for preaching and evangelizing.
Around the age of 17, she began traveling as
an evangelist. In fact, it was at the evangelistic
meetings where she met people from
Southeastern and decided to attend.
In her last year at Southeastern, she pastored
a church that one of her teachers had been
overseeing. Following graduation, she and
Arthur married and moved to the Orlando
area in 1941, where Arthur hosted Hymn Time,
an hour show on WDBO radio.
Babe and Arthur also continued to preach and
hold revivals as ordained ministers with the
Assemblies of God. They set up their first
ministry, First Assembly of God, in a tent in
Winter Park.
Their ministry eventually took them to South
Carolina and North Carolina, where they
planted and pastored churches. While in North
Carolina, they also helped to start a TV studio.
In addition to his work in the ministry, Arthur
also turned to the construction business,
building Bartow High School in Polk County
and the Officer’s Club at the former Pine
Castle Air Force Base near Orlando. Even after
retiring from the ministry in the ‘80s, Arthur

helped WACX-Channel 55 install its television
transmitter in Leesburg in 1984.
Babe also went back to school to earn her
nursing degree and then worked for a nursing
agency. She continued ministering in any way
she could, through her nursing and leading
Bible studies.
Even when Arthur passed away in 2005, Babe
continued to stay active until she had a stroke
in 2008. The doctors did not expect her to
recover.
Chere said, “They just did not know her.” Babe
recovered with only some slight impairment.
After Southeastern’s visit with Babe, Chere
said her mother could not stop talking about
Southeastern and how much she loves the
school.
Unfortunately, since the meeting with Babe
late last year, she suffered another stroke, but
continues to recover in Orlando.
Reflecting back on her life and ministry, she
said, “You just have to be patient for the Lord
to work things out for you.”
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Group 1 Crew:
Making Music, Inspiring Hope

GROUP 1 CREW:

making music
inspiring hope
BY KELLY WOOD ‘11

Since graduating from Southeastern with
a bachelor’s in communication, God has
taken Manwell “Manny” Reyes ’03 and
used his talents and dreams to impact the
music industry in greater ways than he ever
imagined. Manwell is the co-founder and one
of the original members of the well-known
Christian rap/hip-hop group, Group 1 Crew.
Group 1 Crew grew out of a Bible study
group shortly after Manwell graduated from
Southeastern. The Bible study included
friends and fellow musicians Pablo Villatoro
and Blanca Reyes Callahan. Each musician
had a heart and passion to spread the love
of God through music, and as they met and
prayed together they felt God calling them
to start a music group. Fellow alumnus Paul
Norris ’02 worked with Manwell and the
group to pursue their dream, and now they
are impacting the world for Jesus Christ
through their music.

/ With a unique style and beat,
Group 1 Crew seeks to bring
messages of hope and
encouragement to their listeners.
“Our goal is to inspire not only
dreaming but to birth hope in
people’s lives,” said Manwell.
The group wants to make music that
spreads the love of God through a fun, new
way of music. Group 1 Crew wants their
music to be something that people can
turn to when they are sad or hurt but also
something they can listen to when they
are just having fun and spending time with
friends.
“We want to be a part of every part of your

10
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/ President Ingle welcomes Manwell back to SEU.

life,” said Manwell, “the good, the bad, and
everything in between.”
The members use a combination of vocals,
rap, and hip-hop beats that blend together to
produce a positive message about the hope
of Jesus through a new style. In 2006 the
group signed with Fervent Records and in
2007 produced their first full-length album,
Group 1 Crew, which won Rap/Hip-Hop
Album of the Year in 2008 with the Gospel
Music Association’s Dove Awards. The crew
quickly hit the charts as they continued
to produce new music and spread their
message through song.
Their songs have also appeared on several
television shows, including “One Tree Hill,”
“The Simple Life” and the popular talentbased competition show, “America’s Got
Talent.” The group has been nominated for
a total of nine Dove Awards, winning five of
them. In 2009 the crew was given the Best

Rap/Hip-Hop Album title again with their
album Ordinary Dreams. In 2010 their song
“Movin’” was titled the Rap/Hip-Hop Song
of the Year, and their song “Walking on the
Stars” received the same recognition in 2011.
Their latest album, Outta Space Love, was
also named the 2011 Rap/Hip-Hop Album
of the Year and has continued to open up
opportunities for the group to tour and
perform.
In the summer of 2011, group member Pablo
Villatoro announced he was stepping down
from his role in Group 1 Crew. Despite the
hard loss of Villatoro, the group still has
plans for the future. The crew now consists
of Manwell, Blanca, and her husband,
Ben Callahan, who serves as the group’s
drummer on tour.
In early 2012 Group 1 Crew joined Christian
music’s largest annual tour, The Winter Jam
Tour. The tour, which kicked off on January

[ Manwell is forever grateful for the impact that Southeastern had on his life
while he was a student. “I learned so much about the faithfulness of God and
the importance of good friendship and godly accountability,” said Manwell. ]

Manwell recalls
his days at SEU.

6th in Charleston, W. Va., and wrapped up
on April 1st in Grand Rapids, Mich., took the
group throughout the country along with
numerous Christian artists, including Skillet,
Kari Jobe, and Sanctus Real.
Manwell also led a music group while he was
a student at Southeastern. “My plans were
always to do music; I went to Southeastern to
learn more about Jesus,” said Manwell. “I got
that and much more.”
Manwell admits that during his time at
Southeastern he was handed the worst
heartbreak of his life. He claims that it was a
blessing to be at Southeastern as it cultivated
the character he needed when going
through some of life’s toughest obstacles,
including heartbreak, rejection, and the
search for identity and self-worth.
Even though Group 1 Crew travels throughout
the country, Orlando-native Manwell

Group 1 Crew
performs in
Bush Chapel.

continues to incorporate Southeastern in
his life and his career as God takes him and
his band to new heights. “I’m the kind of
guy who doesn’t forget where he comes
from,” said Manwell. The crew even worked
with Southeastern University’s broadcasting
students to shoot and produce some of their
music videos, including “Live It Up.”
Last fall, Group 1 Crew performed for the
inauguration celebration of Southeastern’s
new president, Dr. Kent Ingle. The student
body, local community, faculty and staff came
out to enjoy the performance by the crew.
“These walls bring back so many memories
for me,” said Manwell during his performance
in Bush Chapel. “I’m grateful for this place.”
When not on tour or in the studio working on
new music, Manwell likes to spend his time in
the gym, in prayer, and with his wife Anjelah
Johnson in their home in Los Angeles.
Anjelah is a successful actress and comedian

who appeared numerous times on the
comedy show “MADtv.” She is best known
for her skits as the over-the-top fast food
employee Bon Qui Qui and as an opinionated
Vietnamese nail technician.
The couple was initially set up by a mutual
friend. After watching some of her comedy
videos, Manwell was intrigued and they
decided to meet and go on a blind date. “The
rest, as they say, is history,” said Manwell.
They were married in June of 2011.
As time goes on, Group 1 Crew is excited for
what God has in store for them. Manwell and
the group have hopes to continue to grow
and further their music and messages. “We
want to become a movement that literally
inspires a generation to see God in a way
they’ve never seen him before,” said Manwell.
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Homecoming
Alumni gathered
in the Student
Activity Center
for a number of
Homecoming
activities

Fire soccer reunion

homecoming

Activities for
future Fire alum!

Fire basketball reunion
’90s Class Reunion: Dr. Fettke led a
devotional for alumni from the 1990s.

The Fire provided an
exciting Homecoming
game with its
victory over Florida
Memorial.

Coming home. That is what Homecoming is all about. We were so excited to welcome close to 400 alumni back to campus
for our Welcome Home Reunion in early February. The weekend kicked off with a banquet in Tuscana Ristorante followed
by an awards ceremony and concert by Tony LeBron ’98 in Bush Chapel.
The next morning brought plenty of chances
for alums to reconnect with an early-morning
golf tournament, a mid-day young alumni
professional network meeting and reunions
for alumni from 1982, the early 1990s, and
2002. Special reunion luncheons were held for
alumni celebrating their 25, 40 and 50-year
reunions.
There were plenty of stories and memories
shared as alums recalled precious times at the
altar in Bush Chapel or the old “Tab,” receiving
their call to ministry or vocation. Many alumni
also recalled the exact spot they first met their
spouse on campus.
The afternoon wrapped up with a tailgate
party and the men’s basketball game, where
alums cheered the Fire onto a 78-69 win
against Florida Memorial University!

12
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FEBRUARY 2012 ALUMNI AWARDS

HOMECOMING 2012 – NOVEMBER 2 & 3

Three alumni were honored for their
outstanding achievements at the alumni
awards ceremony.

Make plans now to join us for Homecoming
2012. We are preparing for a great celebration.
The buildings look great. The dorms are better
than ever. But the real joy comes in seeing
SEU students pursuing God, discovering their
divine design and making exciting plans for
the future!

Jaime Vaughn ’00 – Outstanding Young
Alumnus Award
Tommy Kyllonen ’96 – Distinguished
Alumnus Award
Joseph Register ’61 – Outstanding Service
Award

[“ It was so great to go to the reunion. I took
my daughter to meet Brother Hackett and
Brother Elliott. I almost started to cry when
I introduced her to Brother Elliott and told
her how he taught me to pray and talk to
Jesus.” TIFFANY ZANIEWSKI ’93 ]

Few places will provide as much inspiration,
or bring back as many memories, as will
Southeastern when you step foot back onto
the campus. The weekend will be a great
time to see all of your friends and all of the
progress that has been made. You will also get
to catch a glimpse of the future vision for your
university.
Get it all online. Visit seu.edu/alumni for
more detailed information on homecoming

Homecoming
Faye Shelton ’54, Royce Shelton
’55, Esther Haas ’54, Debbie Elliott,
Wayne Elliott, Dr. Robert Elliott and
Barbara Elliott came to dine and
reminisce.

The tailgate party
included fun for all ages!

Members of the Class of
1962 returned to celebrate
their 50-year reunion.

Gospel Dream Winner
Tony LeBron ’98
performs during
Homecoming weekend.

Tommy Kyllonen ’96 receives the
Distinguished Alumnus Award.

And, the winner
of the iPad!

2012 Homecoming
King and Queen,
Seth Spencer and
Lizzie Charlton

Young Professionals Reunion
at Mitchell’s Coffee House
MAML reunion

events and activities. You can also register
and pay online. Contact the Alumni Office at
alumni@seu.edu or (863) 667-5400 with any
questions about Homecoming 2012.
ALUMNI AWARDS 2012

Make your nominations now!
We would like to recognize and honor the
work and accomplishments of our alumni.
We are currently accepting nominations for

the November 2012 awards, which will be
bestowed during Homecoming in the fall.
The categories are:
Distinguished Alumnus Award – Must have
made distinguished ministry accomplishments
and significant contributions to Southeastern.
Outstanding Service Award – Must
have provided significant service to their
community and transformation to the lives of
those they have served.

Trisha Moody
Schutter ’06
was inducted
into the Fire Hall
of Fame during
Homecoming
weekend.

Outstanding Young Alumnus Award – Must
have provided significant contributions to
their field and significant recognition to
Southeastern. Must have graduated since
2000.
The deadline for nominations
is September 1, 2012.

Go to seu.edu/alumni for
more details and to nominate
fellow alumni.
southeastern alumni magazine | SUMMER 2012
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Homecoming

OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD

joe register
Joe Register ’61 has impacted the
lives of countless individuals through
his ministry as a pastor, educator,
missionary and television producer.
President of his senior class and also the
missions club while he was a student at
Southeastern, Joe sang throughout the
southeastern districts of the Assemblies of
God with fellow students Benny Rice, Obie
Harrup and Director Paul Cope as part of a
quartet representing the school.
Like many other Southeastern students, Joe
met his wife, Margaret Arnold ’91, while he was
a student on campus. “We met the first week
of college in September 1960 as Hurricane
Donna came through Lakeland,” said
Margaret. They married after Joe graduated
in the summer of 1961 and became ministers
of youth and music in Beckley, W.Va. Margaret
later returned to Southeastern and, as a
grandmother, completed her degree in Biblical
Studies in 1991.
In 1967, Joe and Margaret were appointed as
Assemblies of God missionaries and served in
Chile and Paraguay. After 10 years overseas,
Joe had the dream of beginning a television
ministry for all of Latin America.
Joe said he “pestered the Foreign Missions
Department” until they finally gave him
permission to try this cutting-edge idea, a first
in Assemblies of God missions. The couple
moved back to Lakeland at the invitation of
Karl Strader, who had been the dean of men
and a professor at Southeastern while Joe was
a student there, to begin to produce television
shows. The newly formed entity was called
STAR (Spanish Television and Radio) Ministries.

14
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That fall, 1978, Joe taught the Television
Production class at Southeastern, and in
Southeastern’s tiny studio he shot his first
project – a 60-second spot, a Christian
commercial in Spanish. Joe entered the video
in a national contest and, to his surprise, he
won first place.
Three years later, in the summer of 1981, Joe
and Margaret held a month-long production of
children’s shows in the Southeastern chapel.
The program, featuring a puppet called Bobo,
was called Lugar Secreto (Secret Place) and is
currently one of the most-watched children’s
television programs in Latin America.
In 1982 God opened the door for the
construction of a studio for STAR Ministries
at Pleasant Grove Assembly in Durant, Fla. By
the end of 1988 the STAR team numbered 25
full-time employees and had distributed over
60,000 television and audio programs into 51
countries.

STAR Ministries also produced many Bible
courses in Spanish including the International
Correspondence Institute series. They
produced an evangelism series in Urdu, hosted
interns from Southeastern and abroad, and
produced hundreds of shows for adolescents
and children in English and Spanish which
have been dubbed into Tamil and Hindi. Today
the programs reach even further as they
continue to be broadcast on 14 satellites into
200 countries.
Margaret’s memoir, No Place for Plastic
Saints, tells of their years overseas, and her
new book, A Place for People, Puppets, and
Cockroach Soup, relates stories of their years
of TV production. All proceeds from the sale of
Margaret’s books go to missions.

Homecoming

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARD

tommy kyllonen
aka urban d.
BY KATIE REILLY ’13

Some may find the hip-hop culture and church an unlikely combination. However, not so with Southeastern graduate
Tommy Kyllonen ’96. Kyllonen, aka Urban D. (Disciple), integrated the hip-hop culture into the church he pastors,
Crossover Church in Tampa Fla., making it more relevant for the younger generation, especially those who are immersed
in the urban/hip-hop scene.
Growing up as a pastor’s kid in Philadelphia,
Kyllonen was surrounded by both the church
culture and the hip-hop culture, with its graffiti,
rapping and break dancing. One thing he
realized was that whenever he brought his
friends to church, he had to explain what was
going on so that they could understand. It
made him think a little differently about the
things that were being said in church and how
they were being presented to the younger
generation.
Kyllonen knew that he was called to minister
to his peers and that his ministry would look a
lot different from his father’s, which was in a

progressive, multi-cultural AG church; however,
his father’s church was still traditional in the
sense of the structure, clothes and language.
Shortly after graduating from Southeastern,
Kyllonen accepted a position as the youth
pastor for Crossover Church. Deciding to try
something different, he directed his ministry
to the youth in the hip-hop culture. Starting
with only four teens, the youth ministry took
off, growing to more than 200 in just six years.
Eventually Kyllonen stepped into the position
of lead pastor, bringing with him his idea of
integrating church and elements of the hiphop culture.

Since that time, the church has continued to
thrive. Crossover Church currently holds three
services on Sundays, and its Thursday night
teen service reaches hundreds more.
Since 1996, Kyllonen, as Urban D., has also
recorded seven solo hip-hop albums, including
his latest “Un.heard,” and has traveled,
performing and speaking, across the U.S.,
Germany, Japan, Africa, Australia and England.
He has also written an autobiography titled
Un.orthodox: Church. Hip-Hop. Culture.
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Homecoming

OUTSTANDING YOUNG ALUMNUS AWARD

jaime vaughn
BY ERICA EARL ’12

Jaime Vaughn’s achievements since
graduating Southeastern University
in 2000 have not gone unrecognized.
She received the Outstanding
Young Alumna award at the Alumni
Homecoming Reunion in February.
Although Vaughn was not able to
attend the ceremony, she has a
connection to the school that runs
much deeper than most alumni.
“Southeastern has been intertwined
throughout my whole life,” said Vaughn
in her award acceptance letter. Her greatgrandfather attended Southeastern when it
was located in New Brockton, Ala. Her father,
now a reverend, also attended the school and
even regularly cut the university president’s
hair.
“I have so many fond memories of attending
chapel and classes with him and also being
babysat by the ladies in Bethany Hall,” said
Vaughn, who was a kindergartener the year
her dad graduated.
Vaughn currently has a career that many
would envy, working in the music industry in
Nashville. She is the Director of Sales for Word
Entertainment/Warner Music Nashville and
was Sales Rep of the Year for 2009.
“I didn’t think this side of the music industry
was where I would end up. I never even knew
how you would get a job in this business,”
said Vaughn. “Everything is about building
relationships and making connections.”
Vaughn is invested in more than just her
job, as she is also heavily involved in the
community. She currently volunteers with
Better Decisions at the Tennessee Prison for
Women in Nashville, a program that helps
women relearn their decision making process
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to help them succeed while still incarcerated
and when they are released.
Vaughn also founded “Heart to Heart,” a
mentoring program that pairs foster children
with community professionals who have
been adopted. She was inspired to start this
organization after a conversation with a social
worker. Vaughn’s work eventually caught the
attention of Govenor Jeb Bush, who appointed
her as a state spokesperson for the Florida
Department of Children and Family Services.
She is the recipient of the 2002 Brad Vandiver
Community Service award and the 1998
Hemphill Community Service award.
“My passion for adoption came from my
own story. I am adopted, as well as my two
brothers,” said Vaughn. This passion began at
a young age. When she was 17, Vaughn started
her program “I am H.E.A.L.E.D.” (Helping
Encourage Adoptions Legally, Easily and DebtFree) to provide all parties in the adoption
process information so they could make an
informed choice.
“The more I spoke about adoption, the more
doors God was opening,” said Vaughn.
Vaughn used adoption as her social platform
when she competed in the Miss America
organization.

“Even though I didn’t win Miss America in
the process, I wouldn’t change any of it,” said
Vaughn. “My true crowning moment came a
few years ago when a former coach of mine
called to tell me that she and her husband had
adopted a 16 year old because of my passion
for adoption. That makes it all worthwhile.”
Vaughn was also plugged into the university
community while she was a student at
Southeastern. She was a member of Hearts
Afire as well as a writer and editor for both the
newspaper and the yearbook. She was also in
the gospel choir.
“I wanted to be as well rounded as I could
and learn about everything that I could,” said
Vaughn. “Every time I was asked to join an
organization or committee, the answer was
yes.”
As great and diverse as Vaughn’s
accomplishments are, one of the first things
she said about being nominated for this award
is that she was humbled.

[“ I am so proud to be a graduate of
Southeastern,” said Vaughn. “I am
so proud of the impact on the world
each of my fellow alumni makes on
a daily basis.” ]

Homecoming

HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE

trisha schutter
BY ERICA EARL ’12

On February 3rd, during Southeastern University’s Homecoming weekend, alumna Trisha Moody Schutter became the
first woman to be inducted into the SEU Fire Hall of Fame for her outstanding performance in athletics. She was the only
inductee this year.

Schutter was a star player for the SEU Fire
Women’s Basketball Team. She was recognized
as a three-time All-American by the National
Christian College Athletic Association (NCCAA
D-II) and the National Player of the Year in
2006. Schutter also helped Southeastern
reach the number five national ranking in
2004, which was the school’s highest end-ofseason ranking at the time.

inspire me to write down short-term goals,
long-term goals, and also things I would want
to accomplish for each game. He would tell
me that you’re more likely to achieve it if you
write it down.”

Schutter graduated from Southeastern in
the fall of 2006 with a degree in elementary
education after completing her student
teaching in Midland, Michigan. She considers
her induction to be a great honor, and her
time on the team has provided her with a
wealth of memories.

“Without great leadership and dedicated
teammates this accomplishment would not
have happened. The SEU staff and girls that
were by my side will always have a special
place in my heart,” said Schutter.

“I will always remember our games
against [Clearwater Christian College],
Regional Championships, Assembly of God
tournaments, and our trips to Nationals,” said
Schutter. “With these trips we not only played
the games, but also got to travel to new places
and see different things.”
Schutter listed her parents and her high
school coach as those who have made the
biggest impact for her on the hardwood.
“My athletic ability was developed and
strengthened by my dad from a young age;
he was also a successful athlete [and] knows
the game in and out,” said Schutter. “He would

She also counts former university President
Dr. Mark Rutland, coaches Plastow and Bowlin,
and her teammates as great influences while
with the school.

Schutter acknowledged that playing basketball
has helped sharpen her skills for the post-grad
world.
“I grew in my ability to interact with many
different types of people to achieve a
common goal,” said Schutter. “I do this daily
in my classroom with my students, trying to
motivate them.”
As an educator, Schutter knows the
importance of making a student feel valued.
She took the time to show appreciation for
how she felt she was received at Southeastern.
“My importance wasn’t weighed regarding
my stats on the basketball court. Everyone
around me cared more about me than what

I could produce athletically,” said Schutter.
“Playing basketball at SEU taught me that life
is not all about how good of an athlete you can
be or how successful you are.”
Schutter has left a mark at Southeastern,
and not just scuff marks on the court. Her
impressive individual season records include
most points per game (19.1) and most points in
a single season (705).

[ “In over 20 years of coaching, Trisha
was one of the top athletes I have
ever been privileged to coach,” said
former SEU Women’s Basketball
Coach Ed Plastow. ]
Off the court, Schutter was a member of
Kappa Delta Pi, filled her observation hour
requirements at elementary schools around
Lakeland, and enjoyed weekends in Siesta
Key and Downtown Disney with her friends
and teammates. Since her graduation, she
has coached basketball at the high school
she attended and is now married and looking
forward to starting a family.
Schutter joined Blair Bailey, Seth Ready, Derek
Britt, and the late Glen Karnes in the SEU Fire
Hall of Fame.
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inauguration of
seu’s 15th president
Dr. Kent Ingle was inaugurated as the 15th president
of Southeastern University on Friday, Nov. 18.

THE INAUGURATION CELEBRATION WAS A HISTORIC EVENT FOR THE SEU FAMILY. THE FESTIVITIES KICKED OFF ON WEDNESDAY, WITH A PARTY ON THE
PLAZA FOR THE ENTIRE SEU COMMUNITY. IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING DINNER, ALUM MANWELL REYES ’03 AND GROUP 1 CREW PROVIDED A SPECIAL
CONCERT IN BUSH CHAPEL. (SEE RELATED ARTICLE ON PAGE 10.)

Luncheon on the grounds
for alumni, faculty, staff
and special guests.

Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Terry
Raburn, prays over Dr. Kent and Karen Ingle as
he offers a charge of leadership for the future.

18
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Inauguration

Thursday night featured a black-tie celebration gala at the Lakeland
Yacht and Country Club for Board members and donors.
During the inauguration ceremony on Friday with members of
Dr. Ingle’s family, the Southeastern Board of Trustees, faculty,
staff, the student body, and distinguished guests in attendance,
Dr. Ingle cast a vision for the university during his address. As well
as giving thanks to those who helped him during his spiritual and
professional journeys, he introduced seven priorities that he sees as
central to Southeastern’s mission.
Those priorities are: 1) Being a university committed to Christ-like
formation; 2) Pursuing educational breadth and depth; 3) Having a
faculty of distinction and an intellectually stimulating environment;
4) Being a university that thinks globally and promotes diversity;
5) Possessing a commitment to serving human need in our
community and communities around the world; 6) Being
characterized as a community of grace; and 7) Remaining studentfocused at all times.
Before laying out his vision for the university, Dr. Ingle encouraged
the SEU community to hold firm to its core beliefs while also being
sensitive to the culture around it.

President Dr. Kent Ingle delivers
his inauguration address.

[“ We must look inward with conviction
and outward with courage,” he said. ]
In addition to giving encouragement, Dr. Ingle also received
encouragement and support from some of his mentors, including
Dr. George Wood, general superintendent of the Assemblies of God;
Dr. Bob Cook, president of the Alliance for Assemblies of God Higher
Education; and Dr. Don Argue, chancellor of Northwest University.
Each shared stories of watching Dr. Ingle grow in his ministry.
In closing, Dr. Ingle challenged those in attendance to work together
“shoulder-to-shoulder” in moving Southeastern forward.

Faculty line up for the
inaugural procession.

An ordained Assemblies of God minister since 1988, Dr. Ingle holds
a D.Min. from the Assemblies of God Theological Seminary along
with a Masters of Theological Studies from Vanguard. He has
also served as the dean of the College of Ministry at Northwest
University in Kirkland, Wash.
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Alumni News

WHO DO YOU RECOGNIZE?

ALUMNINEWS
ITUNES U
Want to watch a chapel service
or catch an episode of RAW
TV? Southeastern University
is now on iTunes and available
to the public. You can download, listen, and
watch past chapel services and RAW TV
episodes for free. You can even download past
Commencement Services. You can access the
site through a simple search in the “iTunes U”
section of the iTunes Store.

ISRAEL: MILK & HONEY FOR
THE SOUL
Rita Hemby, wife of Associate
Professor of Religion Dr.
Sam Hemby, has published a
book based on the couple’s
experience with Southeastern’s
study-abroad program in Israel.
The book, Israel: Milk & Honey for the Soul,
is a compilation of real-life incidences and
provides spiritual insights and applications
from the heart of the land. The book can be
ordered through israelmilkandhoney.com.

UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION
Take a minute to make sure we have your
most up-to-date information. You can easily
submit name and address changes online at
seu.edu/alumni and click on the Update Your
Information link. You can also submit your
news and photos to the alumni publication by
using this online form.

WANT TO KEEP UP WITH
THE LATEST EVENTS OF
SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY
AND ITS ALUMNI?

20
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A number of our retired faculty and staff recently
met for lunch on campus. See if you can pick out
some of your favorite professors or employees.
Names are listed at the end of this article.

AG NEXT GENERATION FUND
SCHOLARSHIPS
If you graduated from Southeastern between
May 2007 and June 2011 and need assistance
with school debts in order to enter ministry
more quickly, you can apply now for an AG
Next Generation Fund grant. The application
is posted online at agtrust.org. All
applications must be submitted no later
than September 15, 2012.
Grants are awarded on a case-by-case basis,
vary in amount, and are only available to
alumni of AG schools who agree to provide
at least five years of full-time service in AG
pastoral, missions or parachurch ministry.

SOUTHEASTERN LICENSE PLATE
Are you a Florida car
owner? If so, don’t
miss out on displaying
your SEU pride with
a Southeastern University specialty Florida
license plate. Next time you renew your
vehicle registration – or apply for a new one –
tell the Florida Department of Highway Safety
and Motor Vehicles office clerk that you want
the Southeastern license plate.

/E
 NHANCE YOUR ALUMNI
EXPERIENCE WITH OUR
MOBILE APP.

Search an app store for
the “SEU Alumni Crib
Sheet,” and select
your favorite social
media feeds.

COMING SOON: NEW ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP CARD
Watch for coming news about how to
join the SEU Alumni Association and the
many exciting benefits you will receive
as a member. Membership in the Alumni
Association is a simple yet effective way to
give back to your university, as well as a great
investment in your alumni network.
And, members can take advantage of
first-class benefits with a special discount
card, allowing you to have access to an elite
collection of local and national discounts
from thousands of hotels, rental car
companies, restaurants, movie theaters,
automotive repair centers, florists, car
dealers, theme parks, national attractions,
concerts, and stores.

“Like” us on the new Southeastern
University Alumni Facebook page.

>

Alumni News

ATTENTION!
SOUTHEASTERN ALUMNI
CLASSES 1957-1961
Southeastern alumni from the classes
of ’57-’61 will meet for a reunion in
Springfield, Mo., on September 20-21.
All graduates and their spouses are
invited to join. The reunion will include
an evening dinner and a morning
breakfast at the Golden Corral, 2734
North Kansas Expressway.
Thursday September 20, 5:00 p.m.
– Dinner

>

Friday September 21, 8:00 a.m. –
Breakfast
Motel accommodations may be
arranged on an individual basis.

[F
 or more information or to RSVP,
contact Dawn Voelker Moore ’60
or Paul Cope ’60. Dawn can be
reached at djm4439@sbcglobal.net
or 815-468-3103. You may contact
Paul at paul.cope@sbcglobal.net or
417-881-2366. ]

Were you able to pick out some of your
former professors from the photo above?
Their names are listed below.

REMEMBER WHEN?
Catch up with some of these classmates at the reunion.
Pictured from left to right: Lydia Lipiano, Dolly Rupp Crowder,
Johnnie Ball, Dawn Voelker Moore, and Dot Rachels Belvin.

Back row, L to R: Helen Hadler, Duane
Brown, Ethel Brown, Don Eudy, Ann Eudy,
Peggy Spong, Chuck Spong, Orton Queen,
Joe Register, Jim Ferrell, Sue Brown, Eldon
Brown
Front row, L to R: Lyle Hadler, Royce Shelton,
Faye Shelton, Eleanor Cramer, Meredith
Sharpe, Jack Sharpe, Margaret Register,
Frances Ferrell, Ruth Pansler
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Faculty Feats

FACULTYFEATS
DR. SAMUEL BENNETT, professor of education, was recently

named to the Board of Directors of the Florida Association of

/ Bill Hackett Named SEU’s First Provost

Teacher Educators (FATE). The FATE board oversees the state
level of teacher educators and is under the leadership of the

At the conclusion of a rigorous nationwide search, President

national organization, Association of Teacher Educators (ATE).

Kent Ingle named DR. BILL HACKETT as provost of the

Bennett officially joined the board in January.

university, effective July 1.

DR. LYLE BOWLIN, DR. BILL HAHN and DR. TIM WELCH, from

Hackett had been serving Southeastern as the interim vice

the College of Business and Legal Studies, co-authored an article

president for academic affairs. He is widely recognized for his

that appeared in the peer-reviewed journal Assessment and

dedicated leadership and charismatic teaching, and for his

Evaluation in Higher Education, which received attention from

service to the academic community and beyond.

commercial producers of business assessment tools.

>

Dean of the College of Business and Legal Studies DR. JOE
CHILDS had an article related to the impact of sleep deprivation

on economic output accepted for publication in the Agora

International Journal of Economical Science.

>

PAUL CORRIGAN ’07, assistant professor of English, recently

received the John Iorio Award for Outstanding Graduate Student,
one of a number of annual awards in the graduate program in

>

“Dr. Hackett understands Southeastern University’s mission,
its unique position in central Florida and the world and its
extraordinary opportunities,” said Ingle. “He has a strong
record of engaging students and working collaboratively and
effectively with colleagues. Those skills will help us build an
ever stronger faculty and continue to enhance the academic
experience of our students.”

the English department at the University of South Florida for

Hackett has served Southeastern since 1988, holding

“scholarship and overall performance.” Corrigan is pursuing his

positions in teaching, administration, and student life,

doctorate in English.

including a five-year tenure as vice president for academic

DR. ROBERT CROSBY ’80, professor of religion, wrote a tribute

affairs. He was again appointed interim VPAA in 2011. He also

article for Patheos Evangelical on the late Chuck Colson, founder

has an extensive background in practical ministry. Prior to

of Prison Fellowship and special counsel to President Richard

coming to Southeastern, he held positions as a senior pastor,

Nixon.

an associate pastor, a youth pastor, and a college professor.

DR. MARGARET DE ALMINANA ’06 MAML, assistant professor

of theology, completed her Ph.D. at the University of Wales, at
Glyndwr. She is the first person in six years whose dissertation

/ Wade Mumm Returns to SEU

and defense were accepted with no revisions.
DR. BILL HAHN, professor of accounting, recently signed a

contract with a major academic publisher to write a Forensic
Accounting textbook.
DR. RICHARD HARRIS, assistant professor of communication,

has presented research from his thesis project on the
“development of a guide to equip faculty members in the design
and implementation of an online public speaking course” at both
the Mind Share Meeting at Michigan State University and at the
e-Cornucopia 2012 “Creativity Through Technology” Conference

chair of the Department of Communication. Mumm taught
previously at SEU from the fall of 1995 until May 2007. He
earned his Ph.D. in communication from Regent University
and specializes in public relations and organizational
leadership. He was instrumental in the founding of
Southeastern’s Department of Communication. “It feels
fantastic to be back on campus and to be working with this
highly regarded administration,” said Mumm.

at Oakland University. His work draws on his expertise in

A former U.S. Army commissioned officer, Mumm also

developing completely online public speaking courses and is

serves as pastor of Greeneway Church in Orlando. He is also

currently being used by an Illinois House of Representative
member to introduce a bill to advance online educational
opportunities in Illinois.
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DR. WADE MUMM returned to campus this spring as the
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the author of several books, including Ready or Not: Here He

Comes and A Dad’s Many Hats.

Faculty Feats

DR. PATTY LEBLANC, associate professor of education, recently

presented the results of her research on the role that secondary
schools and higher education plays in furthering the academic,
spiritual, and cultural formation of its graduates as part of a
symposium at the annual meeting of the American Educational
Research Association in Vancouver, Canada. In addition, the
research findings were published in Christian Education Journal
and Journal of School Choice.
BETH LESLIE, assistant professor of management, is in the

/ CCMR Faculty Attend SPS
Southeastern was well represented at the 2012 annual meeting of
the Society of Pentecostal Studies in Virginia Beach. Seven of our
faculty and one of our graduates had papers presented, including
MURRAY DEMPSTER, ROBBY WADDELL, JOE DAVIS, BRIAN
KELLY, STEVE FETTKE, ROBERT CROSBY ‘80, ZACH TACKETT,

and HANNAH KAHN ’11 MAML. KEN ARCHER was elected as 2nd
Vice President, meaning that he will be the 1st Vice President and

dissertation phase of her Doctorate of Business Administration

program chair in 2014, and President in 2015. PETER ALTHOUSE

from Baker University. Her research explores the factors

was elected to serve a second three-year term as Theology Interest

that affect decisions made by females at Assemblies of God

Group Leader, while Tackett was selected to serve a five-year term

universities to select Accounting as their major.

as Executive Secretary-Treasurer.

DR. ANDREW PERMENTER, associate vice president for academic

affairs, led a workshop entitled “Planning and Execution of a
Successful On-Site Visit” at the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools Commission on Colleges’ annual meeting in
December.

>

JOHN PIERCE, associate professor of theatre, received the

American College Theatre Festival Meritorious Achievement
Award from The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts
for his excellence in the direction of “Godspell.”
DR. DAVE ROYER, associate professor of marketing, completed

his Doctor of Business Administration in Marketing at Argosy
University.
DR. JOHN SEYBERT, professor of music, has been asked to

serve as the music performance assessment coordinator in the
development of Florida’s first Music Achievement Exam. The
exam will be similar to the Florida Comprehensive Assessment

/ Farewell
DR. ED PLASTOW, professor of management and former
business chair, will be leaving Southeastern this fall to become the
Dean of Graduate Studies and New Ventures at his alma mater,
Dakota Wesleyan University. Plastow was chair of the Southeastern
Business Department from 1999 to 2004, as it grew from seven
students to 160 students, multiplied its academic majors, added an
evening program, and started the launch of the MBA program.
Plastow also spent nine years coaching the men’s and women’s
basketball teams with a combined coaching record of 198-124. He
was recognized four times as coach of the year, won five regional
championships, made six national tournament appearances, and his
team garnered eight 20+ win seasons.

Test. Seybert also presented three of his research proposals

He and his wife, Shannon, will continue their work in the Alaska

during the National Association for Music Education Biennial

Assemblies of God missions field during the summers, and he will

Music Educators Research Conference in March.

also continue as an online MBA adjunct professor for Southeastern.

DR. K. ALAN SNYDER, professor of history, has written a new

book, The Witness and the President: Whittaker Chambers,

Ronald Reagan, and the Future of Freedom. The text will be
published by Lexington Books, a division of Rowman & Littlefield
Publishing Group. The book is expected to be available in July.
YOUNG-AH TAK, assistant professor of piano, performed at New

Associate Professor IRV ZIEMANN is retiring after 37 years of
service to Southeastern. He began teaching at Southeastern in
1975 and holds the record for the longest-serving Southeastern
employee. In addition to teaching English and journalism classes,
after he received his second master’s degree Ziemann taught Greek
and Hebrew language courses.

York’s Carnegie Hall in a concert presented by the Korea Music
Foundation. She also recently released a CD of works for solo

In recognition of his concern for students and his faithfulness to

piano with music by Joseph Haydn, Leon Kirchner, Franz Liszt,

his call to teach, the faculty chose him to receive the first honorary

and Robert Schumann. For more information about Tak, visit

doctorate bestowed by faculty vote, and the Office of Academic

youngahtak.com.

Affairs recently named him Professor Emeritus.
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CLASSNOTES
50’S >

HENRY LAMAR HUNT ’56 is a retired U.S. Army

SHARON

chaplain and lives in Chandler, Fla. Henry recently

published The Middle School Mind: Growing

received the G. William Dando Volunteer Service

Pains in Early Adolescent Brains, a book she co-

Award from the Military Chaplains Association.

authored with Richard Marshall to help explain

He is also featured in several written works about

why young teens do the things they do. The book

WWII chaplains, including “Miracles and Marvels

draws on Sharon’s experience and expertise as a

of Grace” and “Living with Patton.”

middle school principal at Lawton Chiles Middle

(PIPER)

NEUMAN ’76 recently

Academy in Lakeland, Fla.

60’S >

ROBERT and NANCY (KEITH) BUXTON ’61

[ Freda (Morris) Kramer ’77

live in Tennessee, where Robert is the CFO of the
Pentecostal Theological Seminary and Nancy

is ordained and teaches
in the Assemblies of God
Peninsular Florida District
School of Ministry (DSOM).
Freda is also the district’s
Minister’s Widow Director
and the widow of Donald
Kramer ’77.]

works for Cleveland City Schools as a K-assistant.
In addition to her studies at Southeastern, Nancy
also has a degree in Deaf Interpreting and her
ministerial license with Church of God. They have
two children and nine grandchildren.

70’S >

BRENDA (JOHNSON) DICKEY ’72 was recently

hired as a professor of education at the Mississippi
University for Women. After graduating from
Southeastern, Brenda and her husband, JIM
’75, served as missionaries to Japan for over 30

years. During their time in Japan, they planted
a number of churches, developed cross-cultural

RONALD and BESS (O’CONNOR) LEE ’78 were

educational programs and developed an English

recently approved by the Assemblies of God

language school. Brenda and Jim will return to

World Missions Office as missionary associates

Japan this summer to provide relief work to areas

to Vienna, Austria. They will be working with the

devastated by the 2011 earthquake.

Vienna Christian Center and missionaries Larry
and Melinda Henderson. For more information on

JANICE (TATUM) NEWMAN ’72 recently retired

the couple and their plans, visit leesonamission.com.

after teaching school for 21 years and running a
day care center for 15 years. She and her husband

JANET ANNE MUNSON ’79 serves in healthcare

Daniel live in Dunnellon, Fla., and attend First

at Florida Presbyterian Homes, a retirement

Assembly.

>

community located in Lakeland, Fla. Janet claims
that Southeastern gave her the most rewarding

ED SULLIVAN ’75 and his wife Janice serve

education and experience, preparing her for the

as nationally appointed Assemblies of God

daily challenges she faces in her line of work.

missionaries to Native Americans in Oklahoma.
JOHN HOPE ’76 currently serves as the chaplain

at the Central Florida Reception Center in Orlando.

80’S >

KEITH JONES ’81 and his wife LaDonna have

pastored Gulf Coast Church in North Port, Fla., for
15 years. Keith is expecting a new book, Words of

GREG GRANT ’76 received his master’s in theological studies

this spring. He lives in St. Augustine, Fla., with his wife Jackie.
He is the pastor of Riverdale United Methodist Church.
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Encouragement for Difficult Days, to be published
this year.

Class Notes

ESTHER RUTH KENYON ’82 married
Dr. Ronald Bruce Marcotte on
November 26, 2011. The couple met
in Springfield, Mo., in 2008 during
the Assemblies of God missionary
process; however, Esther was
heading to Crimea and Ron back
to Ecuador. Their relationship
blossomed via Skype – half a world
apart. The couple has returned
to Ecuador as fully-appointed
missionaries.

JEFFREY L. BROOKS ’89 completed the

Reserve Officer Training Corps program at
Southeastern and was commissioned as a Second
Lieutenant in the Army Chemical Corps. He was
released from active duty in 1992 to pursue
graduate studies. In 1998 he earned a Master of
Arts degree in Christian Education from Golden
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary.
Jeffrey completed the Army Chaplain Officer
Basic Course in August of 2002.

He is now

serving as the Installation Chaplain at Tobyhanna
Army Depot, Pa., and is an endorsed chaplain of
JEFF KRIST ’82 is the lead pastor at GateWay

Assembly of God in Imlay City, Mich. The church

the Evangelical Church Alliance.

90’S >

recently completed a full-length feature film titled

RENEE

Real. All of the acting, producing, and editing

accreditation specialist for Air Evac EMS, an air

was done by the staff and congregation of the

medical service provider.

HEATH ’90

is working as an

church under the direction of Jeff and his son
Stephen. The project was sponsored by Pure Flix

JERRY HUBBARD ’90 lives in West Lafayette,

Entertainment. Southeastern University faculty

Ind., with his wife Robin. They were married in

members, DR. ROBERT CROSBY ’80 and Dave

March 2010.

DeBorde also helped in the making of the film.
MARY

(SULTANA) ’90 and

FRANK ’91

WILLIAM SELLS ’85 is currently working as a

SWASTEK have been serving as missionaries

freelance television script and marketing writer.

with Chi Alpha for 18 years and with International

He lives in Columbia, Md., with his wife Giovanna

Students, Inc., for the past 10 years.

and their three daughters – Gillian (9), Lindsay (7),
and Sophia (5). William’s first novel, Leaf, will be

>

CINDY (ALLEN) and JIM DRAKE ’91 recently

celebrated their 20th wedding anniversary. They

published this fall.

live in Lakeland, Fla., and attend Willow Oak
MARISOL HERNANDEZ-PELTZER ’87 married

Assembly of God in Mulberry with their children

Dexter Peltzer on March 3, 2012, and honeymooned

Audra and Danae.

in Hawaii. Marisol works for Kingsport City Schools
in Blountville, Tenn., and she received her EdD in

MARK and KIM (MORRISON) GARDNER ’91 just

Policy Analysis and Administration. The couple

finished serving their third term as missionaries

plans to work in ministry in Tennessee.

in Angola and Namibia and are now home on

DAN TAYMAN ’87 is living in Youngstown,

>

furlough. Their daughter will be graduating from
high school.

Ohio, and is working as a hospice chaplain with
Crossroads Hospice. He and his wife Tammy have

RON and SHERYL SELLERS ’92 have recently

been married for 24 years and have two children:

been leading a church-planting ministry through

Meghan and Nathanael, who both attend

conducting medical camps in Nepal. They are

Youngstown Christian School.

also the proud grandparents of five wonderful
grandchildren.

SUZANNE (WIEBE) BERG ’89 was married

last year.
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MICHAEL WRENN ’92 recently earned his

JOHN LUTHER “LUKE” GAMBILL ’98 was

master’s degree in Christian counseling from the

recently honored with a Dove Award in April

Baptist College of America. He is currently serving

from the Gospel Music Association for the Youth/

as the full-time pastor of Rocky Creek Baptist

Children’s Musical of the Year for “God of this

Church in Tampa, Fla.

City.” For the past six years, Luke has worked as
the creative director of Brentwood-Benson Music

>

MICHELLE L. NIEVES ’93 adopted Laniya

Publishing in Franklin, Tenn. He also recently

Michelle Eliana in June of 2010.

started MyStringSection, a production company
for creating string arrangements. Before joining

TEEL ’94 recently graduated with

STACY

Brentwood-Benson, he worked for Integrity Music

his master’s degree in teaching from Evangel

Center and as a worship pastor at Evangel Church

University. He married Amanda Bullock on May

in Columbus, Miss.

19, and the newlyweds spent their honeymoon
traveling through England, Ireland, Scotland, and

MICHELLE SASS ’98 earned her teaching

France.

certification in English and Social Studies, and she
enjoys teaching middle school students.

JOYCE (NOEL) ’94 and AARON ’95 NEWELL

are currently located in Maryland. Aaron works in
Family Ministries at Potomac Methodist Church,
where he counsels middle school students, young
adults, and families. Joyce is teaching at The
Katherine Thomas School in Rockville, Md. They
had their third daughter, Jocylen Lucille Aryn, last
October.
ANDI

(O’CONNOR) ’95 and RAMON

’98

BASSETT live in West Virginia and have been

married for 17 years. Ramon was recently
promoted to brand manager at Onesource Water.
Ramon also finds time to teach at Restoration
Christian College and School of Ministry through
their local church. Andi is currently writing a book
and working as the children’s ministry director at
their church. They have five children: Daniel (14),
Josiah (11), Zoe (10), Ezra (8), and Gabriel (5).

[ E lizabeth Ovenshire ’99 received
her Master’s in School Counseling
and is employed by Frederick County
Public Schools in Maryland. She has
a 5-year-old daughter. ]
00’S >

CHESTER

SPELLMAN

’00 was

recently

appointed Chief Executive Officer of Florida
Governor

Rick

Volunteerism

Scott’s
and

Commission

Community

on

Service,

Volunteer Florida. Chester most recently served
as Governor Scott’s director of appointments.
He and his wife, Amanda, live in Tallahassee
with their son.

/ Jesse Casanova Works to Fight Malaria
Every 60 seconds a child dies from malaria, and Southeastern grad JESSE
CASANOVA ’04 is working hard to see that statistic change. Jesse serves as
coordinator for the Peace Corps’ Stomp Out Malaria effort based in the African
Republic of Cameroon, where he leads volunteers in educating the locals on how
to protect themselves and their loved ones from malaria.
Jesse’s desire to help others was inspired by his experiences growing up. “I grew
up as a migrant worker throughout the States, and I knew that there was a need
around the world, similar – if not more urgent – to what I had experienced growing
up,” he said.
Shortly after graduating from Southeastern with degrees in pastoral ministries
and marketing Jesse joined the Peace Corps and worked on volunteer projects
– assignments on HIV/AIDS awareness, gender equality and agriculture issues – in
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Togo in West Africa. After a two-year stint with the Peace Corps, he moved to South
Korea and taught English for a year before he moved to Spain to attend graduate
school at Universidad de Deusto in Bilbao.
After completing grad school, he decided to return to the Peace Corps as a
Response Volunteer, where he works in collaboration with malaria awareness
groups, such as Malaria No More in New York.
In addition to distributing mosquito nets and teaching people how to properly use
them, Jesse’s main focus has been protecting those most vulnerable to the disease
– children under 5 and pregnant women.
Malaria prevention became a priority for the Peace Corps in 2011, when the
organization set a goal to help end malaria deaths in Africa by 2015. In the
meantime, Jesse keeps working to help stomp out the disease.

Class Notes

JAIME VAUGHN ’00 is now serving as the

director of sales for Word Entertainment and

/ Dave Martin ‘93

Warner Music Group.
REBEKAH (WERSLER) HAYES ’01 received

When he was a student at Southeastern, DAVE MARTIN ’93 spent

her Master of Arts in Teaching from the

a lot of his time traveling with President James Hennesy. Little did

University of South Carolina in 2007. She

he realize that traveling would become a way of life after graduation!

married her husband Joseph in June 2009, and
their son Lincoln Hollis was born in September

Today, Dave’s ministry takes him literally around the globe. Known

2011. They live in Athens, Ga.

by many throughout the world as America’s #1 Christian Success

SACHA (ODOM) EPPERSON ’02 is married to

Patrick Epperson, and they are the proud parents

Coach, Dave speaks regularly at churches, colleges, corporations and
conferences. “Each time I speak,” Dave says, “I want people to come

of their first child, Patrick Epperson III, who was

away inspired to do more, to achieve more, to learn more and to love

born this spring. The couple met in kindergarten

God more. I always tell them, ‘The rest of your life, will be the best of

at a small Christian school and were in the same

your life!’”

class through graduation their senior year. They
remained in touch through college and were even

In addition to his extensive speaking schedule, Dave has written

neighbors for several years afterward, but they

a number of books. He recently released both The 12 Traits of the

didn’t begin dating until age 28. They married

Greats and The Force of Favor. He is the founder and president of

April 16, 2011, and live on Hilton Head Island, S.C.

Dave Martin International which exists to serve the local church,

Sacha works as the philanthropic impact project
manager for JD Levy & Associates.
RAY SROUR ’02 now hosts the syndicated

talk show, The Ray Junior Show. Ray’s show is
a political and spiritual talk show heard every

business organizations, leaders and individuals. Along with several
other board positions, Dave currently sits on the advisory Board of
Joel Osteen’s Champions Network.
“My goal,” he says, “is to help individuals in their daily walk - to teach
Biblical truths and share insights that will personally and professionally

weekday during drive time on Clear Channel’s

benefit people so they can advance the Kingdom. We are blessed to

1580 WCCF in Port Charlotte, Fla., and St.

be a blessing.”

Augustine’s 1240 WFOY. The show is growing
rapidly and is about to add national syndication.
ZACH ’03 and CARRIE (RHOADES) ’04
BRINEGAR welcomed a new addition, Mia Jewel,

to their family in March. They are currently raising
funds to return to serve in Northern Asia, where
they will work with youth and children.
ROGER BROWN ’03 has been serving as the

youth director at First United Methodist Church in
McMinnville, Tenn. Roger is currently pursuing his
Master of Divinity at Asbury Seminary, and he is
also working toward ordination in the Tennessee
Conference of the United Methodist Church. He
and his wife, Katie, have one son, Elijah.
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AARON ’03 and SARAH (MARTINEZ) ’05

LASSE and BRITTIANY (EVANS) OJALA ’06

RIOS are the proud parents of three girls: Astrid

met at Southeastern and were married while

(7), Isabella (4), and Giuliana (1). Aaron started a

attending school. Since graduation they have

nonprofit organization called Arms Around the

lived in Florida, Finland, and Holland, where

World. The organization seeks to facilitate short-

Lasse has completed two master’s degrees in

term mission trips and inspire mission work

biblical studies. Lasse is currently working on

around the world. This year Aaron will lead a

his Ph.D. in biblical studies at VU University in

team to Japan to assist with tsunami relief efforts.

Amsterdam. Brittiany is a stay-at-home mom

For more information, visit AATWORG.com.

who homeschools their three sons, Noah (4), Elias

Sarah is currently in her seventh year of teaching

(3), and Jonas (1).

and is also developing a website focusing on
JULIA (MCKNIGHT) POSEY ’06 graduated with

women’s fitness

her M.D. from Loma Linda University School of
BEN RUSSELL ’03 married his wife Terra on

Medicine in May. She is working on her obstetrics

May 14, 2005. They have a son, Knox, who was

and gynecology residency in Wilmington, N.C. She

born in August of 2010. Ben is currently working

married Darrell Posey in April 2008 and their first

as an Alabama Youth Alive missionary.

child, Landon, was born in November 2010.
KEVIN SAPP ’06 recently graduated from the

University of South Carolina with his Master of
Science in Analytical Chemistry. Shortly after

LINDSAY MCCLAIN ’04 spent two

graduation, he and his wife Kayla and their son

years after graduation working as a
missionary teacher at Grace Christian
Academy in Saipan. She currently
lives in Michigan and works at the
Muskegon Area Career Tech Center.

George welcomed the newest addition to their
family, Athens Lauren.
PATRICIA (VEBER) ’07 and JEFF ’08 COX

are the leaders of the Pulse Youth Group of New
Life Church in Marathon, Fla. Jeff received his
credentials with the Assemblies of God in March.
Trish also works part-time as a landscape designer

JENELLE

(VAQUE)

FERRER ’06 worked

and enjoys competing in triathlons.

as a real estate agent after graduation. She
recently received a position with Full Sail University

LEAH (SPELLMAN) CRAIG ’07 started working

in Winter Park, Fla., as program coordinator for

as a public relations specialist for Principle

Liberal Studies.

Creative in Jacksonville, Fla., after graduation. She
was later promoted to communications manager

ERIN (MOSHER) FORTIN ’06 started working as

in 2009. She is currently working in St. Augustine,

an elementary school counselor after graduating

Fla., as the editor of Sizzle, a magazine produced

from Southeastern with her bachelor’s degree in

by the American Culinary Federation for culinary

social work. In December of 2008, Erin married

students.

her husband Gilbert. They now have two children,
Jeremiah and Ariah. Erin is currently a stay-at-

JOSHUA ’07 and KELLY (RAIRICK) ’08 FAIN

home mom, devoting her time to taking care of

reconnected on Facebook and married eight months

their two children.

later, in February of 2010. They now live in Beverly
Hills, Fla., with their young son Jackson. Kelly works

MARISSA (MOHRMANN) LAROCCO ’06 married

Sean Larocco in June of 2010. The couple will
soon be heading to Costa Rica for language
school and then will head to Mexico to serve as
Missionary Associates.
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for Citrus County Schools.

Class Notes

CHARLES R. WATTS ’08 will graduate in

[C
 hris Maffei ’07 attended the Hillsborough

December with his master’s degree in Christian

County Sheriff’s Department academy
after graduation. He graduated from the
academy in 2008 and became a deputy.
As a deputy for the Sheriff’s Department,
Chris spends his time responding to
911 calls, patrolling neighborhoods, and
testifying in court. Chris hopes to one day
become a Secret Service agent. ]

apologetics from Biola University.
GRANT ’09 and his wife ESTHER (CORONADO)
’10 BERMAN recently celebrated their one-year

anniversary in St. Augustine, Fla. They serve as
chaplains to the volleyball team at Southeastern,
and Esther is an ESE teacher at Bruce Wagner
Elementary in Lakeland, Fla.
GORDON

MOODY

’09

(MAML)

recently

celebrated his 20th anniversary with Educational
Opportunities Tours, a Christian-based tour
company in Lakeland, Fla. Gordon has worked as
director of missions for the organization, sending

DANIEL BAGGETT ’08 and DUSTIN YOUNGSTROM

missionaries and missions teams all over the

’08 were roommates and best friends during their

world.

time at Southeastern. Now, even though they live
more than 1,000 miles apart, their friendship is

BRITTANY (GRUBBS) SIKES ’09 lives in

closer than ever. Daniel married Dustin’s sister

Brooksville, Fla., with her husband Zane and

Annika and now they are more than friends –

their two-year-old daughter, Kiersten. The couple

they’re brothers. Dustin is finishing up his Master

married in 2009, while Zane was stationed in

of Divinity in Philadelphia at Biblical Seminary. He

Seoul, South Korea.

also volunteers his free time at a local Assemblies
of God church. Daniel is currently a part-time
used car salesman in Jacksonville, Fla.

10’S >

BECKI

DICKERSON

’10

graduated

from

Southeastern with her bachelor’s degree in
general biology and began pursuing a future as

MIKE MULVANEY ’08 works at Carlton Music

a pharmacist. She is currently attending Lake Erie

Center in Winter Haven, Fla. He also takes care of

College of Osteopathic Medicine (LECOM) School

his 95-year-old mother-in-law.

of Pharmacy in Bradenton, Fla. She plans to
receive her Doctor of Pharmacy degree in 2015.

SHARI

(HOEFFNER)

ORR

’08 and her

husband Brian are working with the Peace Corps
in Swaziland, Africa, in HIV/AIDS prevention
and awareness programs. Shari was recently
employed as the manager of community
participation at Heart of Florida United Way.
She was also recently nominated for the New
Professional Award in the Central Florida
American Society of Public Administrators’ Public

ESTEBAN (STEVEN) FELIX ’10 (MAML) is currently

working on his doctoral studies at the University of Wales
(Glyndwr University). Steven also works as an adjunct
professor for Southeastern’s College of Christian Ministries
and Religion, teaching courses in theology and philosophy.
He married Connie (Torres) Felix in May of 2011. They live
in Winter Haven, Fla., where he works as the youth and
college pastor at Beymer Methodist Church.

Service Awards, and in 2011 she was recognized
by the Orlando Business Journal as one of the
Top Forty Under 40 professionals in the Central

ANDREW and ABBY (DURHAM) LETTSOME ’10

Florida area. Shari earned a master’s in public

are currently working as missionaries in Kenya,

administration and a graduate certificate in

church planting and developing the community

nonprofit management from the University of

in which they live. Andrew helps oversee two

Central Florida.

orphanages supported by the HALO Foundation,
and Abby works with the Mount Kenya Baptist
Primary School.
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LINDSEY RUBUS ’10 received her master’s degree in exceptional student

IN MEMORIAM:

education at the University of Central Florida as well as her certificate in severe and
profound disabilities. Lindsey works as a first-grade teacher in an inclusion class
with a team of teachers and 24 students.
AMANDA WHORTON ’10 is currently a videographer/editor/producer at WUCF,

>

Central Florida’s PBS station. She moved to Orlando from WJCT, the PBS station in
Jacksonville, where she was an associate producer for a little over a year.
LAUREN BENTON ’11 recently accepted a position with the World Bank in

Washington, D.C. Lauren had been working at Mision Miqueas 6.8, a children’s home
in Yoro, Honduras. The home cares for 38 children who have been neglected and
abused. Lauren also worked alongside the administrators on business plans for
partnering organizations, business financials for future sustainability projects and
time building at project sites, as well as taught the locals the importance of
budgeting and saving.

>

WILLIAM DAVID “DAVE” HUNT ’60

died peacefully on December 31, 2011.
With a gift and passion in the area of
social work and ministry, Dave lived
a life dedicated to counseling and
ministering to broken lives. During
his life he worked as a leader of Teen
Challenge, then continued to pursue
ministry and served as the pastor
of Calvary Assembly of God (now
Cornerstone Assembly of God) in
Griffin, Ga., and later as the pastor
of Evangel Temple (now Evangel
Community Church of Centerville,

MATT DAVIS ’11 works as an accountant with Lockheed Martin in Lakeland, Fla.,

Ga.).

After

retirement

Dave

and is engaged to marry WHITNEY BOGGS ’12 on November 3, 2012. Whitney is

continued to serve others in ministry

currently pursuing her MSW at St. Leo University.

as a mentor and as an Executive
Presbyter of the Georgia District of

JONATHAN KENDALL ’11 worked in public relations at the Adrienne Arsht Center

the Assemblies of God as well as on

for the Performing Arts of Miami-Dade County after his fall graduation. He is now

the Board of Directors at Evangel

pursuing a Master of Arts in Intercultural Studies at Wheaton College in Illinois

University in Springfield, Mo.

where he also writes for the school’s publication, The Wheaton Record.
Dave is survived by his wife, MARGIE
TYLER RUEHLMAN ’11 is currently working as a real estate agent for Keller

WESTBURY ’59; daughter, Elizabeth

Williams Realty in Florida. Tyler also recently got engaged to his girlfriend of two

Miller and her husband, Michael; and

years, Samantha. Tyler played baseball for the SEU Fire and enjoys coming back to

son, David and his wife, Ingrid. He is

Southeastern to watch the Fire play.

also survived by three sisters, five
grandchildren, and several nieces

DAPHNE GLISSON ’12 was offered a position with Lovell-Glaser Behavior Therapy

>

right after graduation and works with children and adults with developmental
disorders. Her client base is children diagnosed with autism.

/ David Smokay ‘10
When the 2012 Academy Awards bestowed five Oscars,
including Best Picture, to The Artist, DAVID SMOKAY ’10
had extra cause for celebration.
David, who is now SEU’s studio manager in the Bolin
Studio, served as an intern during the making of the
award-winning film. While interning, he was able
to shadow the director of photography, Guillaume
Schiffman, assist the camera crew, and work as an
office production assistant.
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David began working on the film during the fall of 2010,
when he traveled to the CCCU Los Angeles Film Studies
Center to complete his degree in broadcasting. He
traveled to locations and studios all over Los Angeles
and spent 40 hours on set.
“It was an incredible internship, and I know it was the
blessing of the Lord to gain this priceless experience,”
David said. “Regardless of the awards it won, it was an
amazing experience – by far the coolest thing I’ve ever
gotten to do.”

and nephews.

Upcoming Events

2012-13 PERFORMING
ARTS PROGRAMS

What to look forward to for the 2012-13 school year:

INSTRUMENTAL AND CHOIR
CONCERTS
Whether you enjoy listening to the sweet
hum of wind instruments, the excitement of
jazz music, or the harmonies of the chamber
choir, the Department of Music produces
over 15 concerts each year for you to enjoy.
Each concert features a different group,
from the conservatory-trained faculty to the
fresh talent of the classical orchestra. Join
them for the annual Christmas concert or
a beautiful string concert each semester in
addition to the many other opportunities
offered by the Music Department.

RAW TV

THEATRICAL AND MUSICAL PRODUCTIONS

RAW TV, or Real and Willing Television, is a
nationally televised and student-produced
talk show at Southeastern University.
The show focuses on relevant topics and
features popular musical guests. RAW TV
films bi-weekly in Southeastern’s Bolin
Studio to complete four episodes each
month, equaling two seasons within each
school year. RAW TV airs regularly on the
National Religious Broadcasting Network,
Total Christian Television, and Sky Angel.
Tapings for the twelfth season will begin
on September 5 in Bolin Studio. Admission
is free. Seat reservations can be made at
rawtv.eventbrite.com. Inquiries about show
dates can be made with the Communication
Department.

After the success of the 2011-12 season that featured the popular Night on Broadway, the classical
grandeur of Night at the Opera … Scenes, the intense imagery of The Three Sisters, and an
unforgettable performance of Godspell, Southeastern University is proud to present a line up for
the 2012-13 school year which includes the highly anticipated performance of Forever Plaid, Loves
Labor Lost, Night on Broadway, and A Night at the Opera … Scenes.
Be encouraged to attend the theatre program’s performances of Soul Food, a Biblically based
production of student-written sketches, songs, and videos, which will perform their annual
show on March 22, 23, and 24, 2013. Unpland Improv, a comedic team with talents in the area of
improvisation performance, will also have numerous shows throughout the year.
Be sure to check out the Arts & Events calendar at SEU.edu for details on all of these events!
Admission is free for many of the concerts, and alumni receive special discounts for ticketed
events.

[F
 or more information on any of these productions, please call Southeastern
University’s Department of Communication office at (863) 667-5119. For times,
ticket prices, or to purchase tickets, please visit seu.edu/calendar/arts.php. ]
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Perspective

perspective
WHAT ARE WE DOING WITH OUR LIVES?

Again, the Kingdom of God will be like a man going on a journey, who
called his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave
five talents, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each
according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. MATTHEW 25:14-15

I became a Christian in 1971 and came to Southeastern

That is where Southeastern University finds its place in the

University as a ministerial major in the fall of 1973. I met Sharon,

kingdom of God. I have been privileged to be a part of an

my wife, at Southeastern. At that time, she was an education

institution that prepares students to find their place in the

major and has since become a principal of a middle school in

world – assisting them in discerning their vocational calling,

Lakeland.

equipping them for it, and showing them the value of the work

In 1983, I came back to Southeastern as the Dean of Men
and taught the New Testament, eventually becoming a full-

they will do throughout their lifetime. Our work foreshadows
the coming kingdom of God.

time faculty member. This is now my 29th year of teaching

It is significant that Jesus was a carpenter most of His life. We

at Southeastern. In the past, the University gave recognition

would have put Him in “ministry” right away, but God does not

gifts for years spent in employment. One year, I was offered

think like we do. By having Jesus work as a carpenter, God

a choice between a nice set of pens and luggage; I chose the

sanctified the workplace as a place where He sends people to

luggage (it just seemed the right thing to do).

serve others. People needed furniture in Jesus’ neighborhood,

Students now come up to me (this semester!) and say, “Hey,
Dr. Neuman, my Dad said to tell you hello; you taught him in
the early 90s.” I take this as a compliment, but then I realize
how fast time seems to be going by. Am I really teaching the
next generation? Who am I and what have I been doing with
my life?
If God had shown me in 1973 what I would be doing in 1983, I
probably would have left college. I missed my first speech in
Introduction to Speech because I did not want to speak in front
of people (a ministerial major!). God seems to take us as we are
(for me, being a surfer), and make us into who He created us
to be. I think this “becoming” is ongoing, lifelong. The abilities
that God gives us are given to us; they are gifts and, as the
Scripture says, are to be used while we wait. We are waiting
workers.
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“

“

Dr. H. Terris Neuman ’77

southeastern alumni magazine | SUMMER 2012

and they needed other people to embody the kingdom in their
lives. Jesus did this. Each and every major at Southeastern
University is spiritual because God is not only Redeemer, but
Creator. We are sent into the world, as was His Son, to serve in
our vocational callings.
God finished His work on the seventh day (Gen. 2:2) and then
put Adam in the Garden to “work” it and “take care” of it (Gen.
2:15). Work is not a result of the Fall in Genesis 3. It is God
ordained, and humanity is still at it. We alumni are still at it,
teaching people how to work and care for the world and the
people whom God has made and sent His Son for. This is what
we are to be doing with our lives as we wait patiently for the
Landowner to return from His journey.

HISTORY

/ Dr. Steven Fettke shows
students his book on Jeremiah.
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